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Prelude:

I am an international student. My country is in Near Asia and my native language is not even close to English. So, I believe my tips will be relevant and helpful to you – TOEFL-takers.
This e-book is composed of 3 parts. The “Before the Test” part will provide you with hints and strategies about preparation for TOEFL and important advices for managing your graduate or any other application successfully. The “During the Test” part will give you basic tactics, using which, you will proceed through the test smarter. The “After the Test” part will help you manage your score and avoid any technical problems with reporting the score.
---BEFORE THE TEST---
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TIP 1: Register early
Your TWE scores will be reported in about 14 days after you the test if you typed your essay and 5 weeks after the test if you handwrote your essay. So, first of all register for an appropriate test date, so that the scores are known before deadline of your graduate application.
TIP 2: Train you ear
Listen to English speech a lot. Radio, CDs, mp3s, TV, etc. Get your ear used to English speech, especially native speech, which is sometimes not clearly understandable. Although, dialogues in TOEFL are not too fast, some people might find them not easy to follow. So make sure you are used to English speech. The easiest way is to solve lots of Listening Comprehension practice tests.
TIP 3: Train your fingers
A part of your score out of 300 points will be an essay you will write during 30 minutes. You will be given only one topic.
TIP 4: Practice

Make use of free online full-length TOEFL practice tests.

TIP 5: Be smart and early
Go to the test center one day before the test to learn the directions and get familiar with the route to the test center, in order to not to have problems with finding the test center with pre-exam stress. At the test date, go to the test center early. Usually, if your appointment is at 13:00, you still will be admitted inside the test room even 20 minutes before the test. It is better to be earlier than late, although 10 minutes late should not be a problem in most cases.
---DURING THE TEST---
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TIP 1: Take it easy
First of all, realize that there are only 4 choices. 
In other words, given a random answer, you have 75% chance of being wrong instead of 80%. Seems like nothing, but apply it to the whole test – you will understand that TOEFL is easier than most other exams in this perspective. Knowing this should take some stress load off your shoulders. Don’t forget elimination of wrong choices strategy. 
TIP 2: Proceed smartly
If you encounter a difficult question on the exam – do not even think about getting upset! If your mood goes down due to one potentially wrong answer, your overall score will be affected. This is not smart. First of all, you don’t even know if you answered wrong or correct. Second of all, even if you answered a question incorrectly – there are dozens of questions in the test waiting for you to answer them correctly! So, once there is a bad encounter – leave it and proceed smartly! Bygones are bygones.
TIP 3: Listen carefully

You are not allowed to take notes during listening comprehension and all sentences will be said only once. So, listening and remembering what has been said is only thing that you have. 
Know that the question types asked after each listening dialog or monolog are always the same. “What does the man mean?”, “What does the woman imply?” are the well known types. In the short dialogues section, usually questions come about the second person’s speech. The first person’s speech, however, provides you with important information. So, listen carefully to everything, but concentrate especially on the second person’s speech. If you accidentally could not get what the person said – do not worry – most of the information usually comes with what the second person says.
TIP 4: Concentrate during listening
It is important that your attention is not disturbed with anything while you are listening. One strategy is to close your eyes. Check before exam during your practice tests if this works fine for you or not. Some people find closing their eyes very useful, some don’t. You can fix your sight on some corner of the keyboard d or mouse. It is up to you. The aim is to be focused during listening. Because, if your attention is not completely on what is being said in the dialogues, you will lose some of the information. And remember that it is never repeated.

---AFTER THE TEST---
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TIP 1: Get your scores
If you are taking a computer-based test, all of your scores except for TWE score will be known immediately at the end of the test. Since you are not allowed to take almost anything inside the computer testing room, it is best to write down your score on the scratch paper that is given to you at the test for note-taking purposed (for TWE). You can copy it to your own paper when you will be returning the scratch paper to the test center. You will need these numbers: 1) to get an idea if you want to take another TOEFL next month or not, 2) to use the score during online applications.
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